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MUNGARI INDUSTRIAL PARK — SOLAR FARM 
Grievance 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre) [9.10 am]: I would like the privilege to grieve to the Premier in his role as 
Minister for State Development. I thank the Premier for his role and his work and the effort that he has put into 
the Mungari industrial estate. The proponent, then Investec, was very positive about establishing a solar farm in 
Coolgardie. Mungari Industrial Park is a 700-hectare industrial park out of Coolgardie and around 20 kilometres 
from Kalgoorlie. Investec, as the proponent, was frustrated by three impediments in establishing this solar farm. 
The subject of this grievance is those impediments because it is important to note that a couple of other 
proponents also expressed a desire in the early phases to establish a solar farm on the Mungari industrial estate. 
One of the initial impediments was the land use classification. I heard many times from the Department of 
State Development that Mungari Industrial Park was categorised or classified for heavy industrial use. It took a very 
long while for the Department of State Development to recognise that this industrial park could be used for a solar 
farm. The industrial park had been established for some 15 years and not one industrial proponent had shown any 
interest. I suggest that a solar farm is much less injurious to the environment. The impediment was the inability of 
the Department of State Development to adjust its land use. The department said that we must go and offset this 
land with another plot of land, but we also knew that there were a lot of hoops to jump through environmentally and 
under native title to establish another site before we could use the industrial park for a solar farm. 
The second impediment was the land tenure issues around the length of the lease. Obviously, the proponent had 
to do some engineering scoping work and it needed a lease to do that work so that more particularly it could 
land, if you like, a price of renewable electrons. Until it could do that, there could not be much progress in 
a take-off agreement with a bankable counterparty such as Western Power. The land tenure was given for 
a couple of years. That was not long enough for Investec to do its engineering scoping work. The important 
condition at the end of those two years was that DSD and LandCorp had the power of veto and, irrespective of 
that study, they did not give any undertaking to extend that lease to make this happen. 
I suppose the third thing was the take-off agreement. I realise that this take-off agreement is a difficult and 
complex area. A bankable counterparty needed to be established to take a major component of the renewable 
electrons, and that depends, obviously, on price and the capacity of the state to take renewable electrons. 
I understand that we have been well serviced by renewable electrons in the state from wind farms and some 
small solar farms. 
I wish to inquire today about whether any work has been done on those impediments so that we do not dissuade 
a very deserving next proponent. There are two: one is Exergy Power and the other is SolarReserve. I suppose 
something that really changes the game is that, first of all, this solar farm would be a solar thermal plant, which 
has the ability to store renewable electrons so that they can be switched on and put into capacity as needed. As 
we know, wind usually blows at night and that provides power at night. Solar energy is produced during the 
middle of the day. A solar thermal plant has the ability to store electrons and energy so that we can use it when it 
is in demand. That is the first thing. 
The second thing is the renewable energy targets. There has been a lot of discussion nationally about what those 
targets should be. The Clean Energy Council has landed on 33 500 gigawatt hours. There are about 
17 000 gigawatt hours nationally; that leaves around 16 500 gigawatt hours or 4 000 megawatts nationally. If we 
take 10 per cent of that and meet our renewable energy targets by 2020, we need to generate about 
400 megawatts from renewable sources. We know the limitations of wind and photovoltaic traditional solar 
farms, but solar thermal technology has the ability to store that energy. That makes this more attractive and 
I think that impacts on the ability and the attraction to land some take-off agreement. Capacity is limited in the 
grid to Kalgoorlie and we need to look at sources into the future and I believe that this could be one. These 
proponents have built a solar thermal plant in Nevada that created 4 000 jobs. As the proponent said, we can get 
local people to build these mirrors; it does not have to be done offshore. We need to look at vision, land 
categorisation, land tenure issues, government as a bankable demand for electricity and the government’s role to 
encourage this enterprise. 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Minister for State Development) [9.18 am]: I thank the member for Eyre 
for his championing of solar power plants and whatever technology they use in that area. No doubt 
Western Australia obviously has a great solar resource. It is probably economics and technology that become the 
issue. Just to recap a couple of points raised, as was said, Mungari Industrial Park is 23 kilometres south west of 
Kalgoorlie. It has a 690-hectare core area and a one-kilometre buffer zone, so it is a significant industrial park. 
The park is owned by LandCorp freehold and it is zoned for industry use. It is clear of native title and any other 
issues. It was established and zoned as a heavy strategic industrial area for land use. There are no current 
proposals to use the land for the way in which it was envisaged, and that was for mineral processing. I have to 
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say that I cannot see much prospect of that in the future, unless it is something specialised such as a rare earths 
plant for which the cost of transport is fairly minor. 
Strategic industrial estates are important, they are long-term planning decisions by government and they have 
their role. During the 1990s and early 2000s a lot of effort went into establishing them; for example, at Onslow 
with the Wheatstone project a big new industrial area was established and, similarly, in other parts of the Pilbara. 
The Department of State Development fairly jealously guards these parks and sees them as being for mineral 
processing, rather than other applications. The member for Eyre raised this issue a couple of years ago and to me 
personally a number of times. The attraction of the industrial area of Mungari — 
[Interruption from the gallery.] 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Excuse me, Premier. Members in the gallery, you are starting to disturb the 
house. Can you remain in silence, please? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As I said, the attraction is that the area is free of native title and it is zoned in the right 
way. It is also close to road and electricity infrastructure. That is why it was selected there; it is well located. The 
problem with solar power projects is that they are not particularly suited to be in the midst of an industrial park. 
They rely on solar collectors and they want to be free of dust and stay clean and the like, whereas if we have 
subsequent heavy industry located in that area, there will inevitably be a level of emissions and the like that will 
limit their effectiveness. That obviously leads to use of a buffer, which I think, in principle, would be a suitable 
site for a solar plant. However, in the buffer zone to the industrial estate, again, there still may be some problems 
with emissions. 

As the member for Eyre said, there are a number of proponents to create solar plants within Mungari estate. 
Investec was given some assistance but eventually pulled out of the project. Recurrent Energy also had a go at it, 
and the current proposal is held by Exergy Power. I have not met with Exergy, but I understand that it requires 
300 hectares of land for what would be a 100-megawatt concentrated solar thermal plant. It has been granted 
a 12-month access licence over a portion of Mungari to undertake the wind, solar intensity and other 
measurements it needs. I understand it will use that and also carry out some work on dust monitoring. There is 
a mining operation not far away, which becomes an issue for a solar plant as well. It is not on the Mungari estate, 
but it is not that far from it. 

Apart from any dust or emissions, another issue is leasing arrangements. If Exergy wish proceed and if it was 
negotiated that the buffer could be used, and perhaps some part of the estate for the central core, I think there 
would need to be an understanding and agreement that it could not then object to other industry that might locate 
there in the future. There is no proponent now, and I do not see any on the horizon, but who knows what might 
happen in 20 years’ time. That is one of the key issues to be determined. Because this is not a typical solar 
plant—what is the term? 
Dr G.G. Jacobs: Solar thermal. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Solar thermal. 
Dr G.G. Jacobs: There is another group called SolarReserve that is also interested. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes. My understanding is that a solar thermal plant would be more suitable for an 
industrial site. It will be less constrained by emissions and the like and, as the member said, the ability to store 
energy and therefore supply it into the grid at different times is an advantage. I am supportive of this project. The 
proponent has a licence for 12 months to monitor the site. If it is a serious proponent, then I would certainly do 
all I can to probably have it operate primarily in the buffer zone, if that can be done. It would be a good addition. 

With respect to a take-off agreement, that is part of the problem because there is excess supply of baseload 
capacity in the grid. However, Kalgoorlie is at the end of a long line and there are significant energy consumers 
in the gold and nickel industry in that area. I think the proponent’s best opportunity would be to try to reach 
a contract with an existing gold or nickel producer, and then to toll that through the system. I assure the house 
that if that project stacks up commercially and in terms of the technology, I will do what I can with the member 
for Eyre to try to see that it can have reasonable access to the Mungari industrial estate or if not the estate itself, 
the buffer zone, if that is adequate. 
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